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Definitions

(Insert a list of definitions for terms that are used)

Decision

The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject to compliance with the conditions of this environmental authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to undertake the activity specified below.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2006 the Department hereby authorises – 
 ________________ 
(insert applicant’s name. Note: this must be the legal or natural person who has applied and not the contact person) 

with the following contact details –

________________ 
         (insert name of contact person)
________________
          (insert applicant’s postal address)

________________ 
         (insert applicant’s telephone number)
--------------------------------fax no.
to undertake the following activity/ activities  (hereafter referred to as “the activity” / “the activities”) – (delete whichever is not applicable)
(insert a detailed description of the activity or activities that are authorised as well as the reference of the applicable scheduled activity or activities)

at ___________ (insert details of the location at which the activity may be undertaken. Note that these details should include the portion number and farm name or, and only if farm name and portion is not available, the erf number and township extension) also known as_______ (insert physical address where applicable) which falls within the jurisdiction of ____________________________ (Insert Local Municipalit) of the ________________ (insert  district municipality), hereafter referred to as “the property”. 

The granting of this environmental authorisation is subject to the conditions set out below. 

Conditions

The conditions included below are illustrative and must be modified to reflect the requirements of each application. Note: as noted below, the Act and regulations stipulate that certain conditions must be contained in an authorisation. These conditions may be modified, but may not be excluded.
Scope of authorisation
1.1 Authorisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contained in this authorisation, which conditions form part of the environmental authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation.

1.2 The holder of the authorisation shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the conditions by any person acting on his or her behalf, including but not limited to, an agent, sub-contractor, employee or person rendering a service to the holder of the authorisation. 

1.3 The activity / activities (delete whichever is not applicable) which is/ are (delete whichever is not applicable) authorised may only be carried out at the property indicated above.
1.4 Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out in this authorisation must be approved, in writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be effected. In assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Department may request such information as it deems necessary to evaluate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations and it may be necessary for the holder of the authorisation to apply for further authorisation in terms of the regulations.
1.5 This activity / activities (delete whichever is not applicable) must commence within a period of ______ (to be inserted in text and numbers) year / years (delete whichever is not applicable) from the date of issue. If commencement of the activity / activities (delete whichever is not applicable) does not occur within that period, the authorisation lapses and a new application for environmental authorisation must be made in order for the activity to be undertaken. (Note: it is mandatory to have a condition in respect of validity of the authorisation)
1.6 This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply with any other statutory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the activity.(This provision is in the Act and it is therefore not strictly necessary to include it here, although it does provide further clarity on the applicant’s obligations).
Appeal of authorisation (note: it is mandatory to have conditions in respect of notifying I&APs of the decision and appeal process)
1.7 The holder of the authorisation must notify every registered interested and affected party, in writing and within 7 (SEVEN) calendar days, of receiving notice of the Department’s decision to authorise the activity.

1.8 The notification referred to in 1.7 must –
1.8.1 specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

1.8.2 inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in Chapter 8 of the regulations; and

1.8.3 advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation and reasons for the decision will be furnished on request. 

Management of the activity (note: it is mandatory to have conditions in respect of management of the activity)
1.9 An Environmental Management Plan (“EMP”) which fulfills the requirements of this authorisation must be compiled and submitted to the Department for approval within _____ days (insert period). The EMP must –

1.9.1 contain all the information specified in regulation 34 of the regulations;

OR

1.9.1
contain the following information –

a) a stormwater management plan which provides for –

a. the management of stormwater to ensure that no stormwater is discharged to …

b. erosion control mechanisms …

c. the management of stormwater to prevent erosion of …

b) ………………..; 

1.9.2 be approved by the Department before the commencement of any construction activities; and (this condition will only be relevant for authorisations that are granted after a basic assessment process has been conducted)
1.9.3 be adhered to during the commencement, operation and closure of the activity.

OR

1.9
The Environmental Management Plan (“EMP”) submitted as part of the application for environmental authorisation must be implemented. (alternatively, if further changes are required to the EMP as a result of the authorisation, this condition must be modified).

Monitoring (note: it is mandatory to have conditions in respect of monitoring of the activity)
Recording and reporting to the Department (note: it is mandatory to have conditions in respect of reporting of the activity)
1.10 The holder of the authorisation must submit an environmental audit report to the Department ___________ (insert the period. Note: the period may be a fixed “once-off” period or at regular intervals). The environmental audit report must –
1.10.1 ___________ (specify requirements such as independence of the auditor and scope of the report)
Commissioning of the activity

(include any conditions that are necessary to manage the environmental impacts of the activity during the commissioning phase, including conditions in respect of water, air quality and waste management and the management of biophysical and cultural matters)

1.11 ______ days (insert relevant period) written notice must be given to the Department that the activity will commence. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes site preparation. (delete if not applicable). The notice must include a date on which it is anticipated that the activity will commence.
Operation of the activity

(include any conditions that are necessary to manage the environmental impacts of the activity during the operational phase, including conditions in respect of water, air quality and waste management and the management of biophysical and cultural matters)

Site closure and decommissioning

(include any conditions that are necessary to manage the environmental impacts of the activity during the closure or decommissioning phase, including conditions in respect of water, air quality and waste management and the management of biophysical and cultural matters)

General
1.12 A copy of this authorisation must be kept at the property where the activity / activities (delete whichever is not applicable) will be undertaken. The authorisation must be produced to any authorised official of the Department who requests to see it and must be made available for inspection by any employee or agent of the holder of the authorisation who works or undertakes work at the property. (Adapt this provision to indicate where a copy of the authoirsation must be kept if it is not practical to keep a copy at the property).
1.13 Where any of the applicant’s contact details change, including the name of the responsible person, the physical or postal address and/ or telephonic details, the applicant must notify the Department as soon as the new details become known to the applicant. 
1.14 The holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, in writing and within 24 (TWENTY FOUR) hours, if condition __ (insert relevant condition number) of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered to. In all other cases, the holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, in writing, within ____________ (insert period) if a condition  of this authorisation is not adhered to. Any notification in terms of this condition must be accompanied by reasons for the non-compliance. (This provision should be reasonable and the 24 hour timeframe applied only to serious violations where an urgent response may be required). 
1.15 Non-compliance with a condition of this authoirsation may result in criminal prosecution or other actions provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and the regulations.

Date of environmental authorisation: ____________ (date of authorisation to be inserted)

GENERAL MANAGER


REGULATORY AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT MANAGEMENT 

DATE:

Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision
1. Background

The applicant, ___________, (insert name of applicant) applied for authorisation to carry on the following activity/ies (delete whichever is not applicable) –
(provide a detailed description of the activities applied for and the location at which the activity is to be carried on)
The applicant appointed __________ (insert name of environmental assessment practitioner) to undertake a basic assessment process/ environmental impact assessment process. (delete whichever is not applicable).
(provide a summary of the process that was followed and indicate any exemptions that have been granted during the process)
2.
Information considered in making the decision
In reaching its decision, the Department took, inter alia, the following into consideration -
a) The information contained in the ________________ (insert the title and date of documents submitted by the environmental assessment practitioner/ applicant and reviewed by the Department);

b) The comments received from interested and affected parties as included in the basic assessment / environmental impact assessment report (delete whichever is not applicable) and ……… (if comments were submitted with the report, but not included in the report, or submitted separately to the Department, these must be indicated); 

c) Relevant information contained in the Departmental information base including - 

· (specify which resources, including guidelines and databases have been referred to);
d) The objectives and requirements of relevant legislation, policies and guidelines, including section 2 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (add any other legislation, policies and/ or guidelines that have been considered); and
e) The findings of the site visit undertaken by ______________ (insert name) on _______ (insert date).

3. Key factors considered in making the decision
All information presented to the Department was taken into account in the Department’s consideration of the application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department’s view, were of the most significance is set out below.

a)

…………………

b)

…………………

(A summary of all key issues should be set out in respect of, inter alia, any points arising out of the process, alternatives to the proposed activity, potential environmental impacts and objections that were raised by I&APs).

4.
Findings 
After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Department made the following findings -
a) ………………

b) ………………

(Set out the findings in respect of each issue identified in section 3 factor. Note: that the findings should also indicate how the Department balanced potentially conflicting approaches and the overall factors that influenced the Department’s final decision) 
In view of the above, the Department is satisfied that, subject to compliance with the conditions contained in the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict with the general objectives of integrated environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and that any potentially detrimental environmental impacts resulting from the proposed activity can be mitigated to acceptable levels (delete whichever is not applicable). The application is accordingly granted.
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